Article for weddingvenues .com  -Sourcing Your Wedding Entertainment
Was there something else?

You’ve booked the most beautiful venue and negotiated the rates well in advance, arranged the stationery, bought the dress, you can’t make up your mind if your going for the cake or the chocolate fountain, the classic wedding car is booked, the photographer has been carefully selected, the honeymoon deposit has been paid and you’ve even arranged Stag & Hen parties……..Now was there something else?? Yes – What about Entertainment!! 

I am always amazed at the amount of Brides and Grooms who place this far down the priority list when arranging a wedding. Of course, you have to set a date and select and book your venue, but at that point; to ensure you get what you want in terms of quality and availability, it’s best to get your party organised! Like any other facet of a successful wedding, it is far better to book your entertainment in advance ensuring your pick of the quality, as good singers/bands/musicians do get booked up, on average, around nine to twelve months in advance. Think carefully about what you want to achieve and be specific in your search criteria.
What do I do next?

It’s a minefield out there, so how do you find a good wedding singer, band or musician? These days the major search engines are the place to look, as the best artistes have invested money in good quality sites and ensure they are well optimised on Google, Yahoo, and MSN etc. Attending a wedding fayre is another source of supply, but bear in mind that most quality professional entertainers have been working until 2am the previous night and don’t often want to stand at an exhibition all day Sunday, so you may miss out on those most popular! Always ensure you fully assess the quality of the singer/band/ musician you intend to employ and this can be done by adopting a few simple procedures in your selection process. Firstly check out their websites and if satisfied with what you see, contact them and simply ask how experienced they are at providing wedding entertainment, request testimonials from the Brides/Grooms they’ve performed for in the last 6 months and ask for demo’s on cd or mp3 as well as details of their repertoire. I would also thoroughly recommend you meet your entertainer for a brief chat about your requirements where possible.
Beware the ego!
No entertainer should tell you how to format you wedding celebrations unless of course you ask them for advice. There are still many entertainers who will attempt to control the evening by fitting their performance into your schedule. A good professional entertainer will ask you exactly what you want to achieve and be flexible in helping you do so. The secret of my success is flexibility and being able to adapt to situations that can make an evening a huge success. Recently, when performing at a wedding the father of a bride took me to one side and asked if he could sing a song for his daughter as a surprise. Fortunately, I had the backing track and he did a superb job, the incredible thing being, his daughter didn’t even know he could sing. He ended up remaining on stage and accompanying me in my last three songs!
What will guests remember?
Yes, they will remember the dress, venue cake etc, but the one thing they will remember for sure is the celebration party if a good time is had by all. A previous customer (bride) contacted me to say they had arranged a 10th anniversary party and requested that I come back and perform for them. Several wedding guests returning to celebrate with them reminded her of what a fantastic party they had at the wedding reception 10 years previously! Despite being 10 years older they still partied as hard as before. 

Be realistic with your budget

There are many forms of entertainment available and you should have fun deciding how you want to entertain your guests. You should also be realistic with your budget and realise that if you are spending the loose change form all other areas of your wedding budget then you will get “budget” entertainment. Don’t forget “size isn’t everything” as a very average sounding 8 piece band won’t necessarily provide you with a better party than a professional quality solo singer for example, so consider your budget carefully, book well in advance, follow the selection criteria as advised above and give your guests an evening to remember!
Johnny Mack is Professional Vocalist/DJ based in Lancashire performing at weddings, parties and other special events. Johnny performs a selection of musical genre’s including a “Tribute to the Greats of Swing” (Sinatra, Dean Martin, Nat King Cole Etc). “Pop Classics” (60’s to present day) and even an 80’s tribute! Johnny offers a Vocal/DJ package for weddings
Web: www.johnnymack1212.com
Email: johnny@johnnymack1212.com
